
 

 

DRONE & MODEL AIRCRAFT FLYING POLICY 

Purpose 

Peterhead Port Authority (PPA) is committed to protecting the safety, security and efficient operation of the Port. 
The use of drones, model aircraft and other Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) within the Port area must be 
conducted responsibly and in compliance with all applicable Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) regulations and the 
UK Drone Code. 

Use of Drones Within the Port Area 

No drone, model aircraft or other unmanned aircraft system may be launched, landed or operated from 
Peterhead Port Authority property without prior written approval from the Harbour Master or their nominated 
representative. 

Any proposed drone operation involving filming, photography, surveying, inspection, monitoring or other 
commercial activity within Peterhead Port Authority property or operational areas must also receive prior 
approval from the Harbour Master. 

Public Access Disclaimer 

As a trust port, Peterhead Port Authority includes areas that may be accessible to members of the public. The 
regulation of airspace and drone operations is the responsibility of the Civil Aviation Authority. 

Nothing in this policy shall be interpreted as preventing lawful drone operations conducted outside Peterhead 
Port Authority property and in accordance with applicable legislation. 

However, where drone activity may affect port operations, navigational safety, security, infrastructure, vessels, 
employees, contractors, visitors or members of the public, Peterhead Port Authority reserves the right to bring 
concerns to the attention of the operator and to report such activity to the appropriate authorities where 
necessary. 

Operator Requirements 

Drone operators must: 

 Comply with all current Civil Aviation Authority requirements and the UK Drone Code. 
 Hold any registration, qualification, competency certificate or authorisation required for the operation 

being undertaken. 
 Maintain all legal separation distances and operating limitations. 
 Operate safely and in a manner that does not endanger persons, vessels, vehicles, property or 

infrastructure. 

 



 

 

Applying for Permission 

Applications should be submitted to the Harbour Master's Department in advance of the proposed operation and 
may be required to include: 

 Date, time and location of the proposed flight. 
 Purpose of the operation. 
 Evidence of relevant CAA registrations, qualifications or authorisations. (Flyer and Operator ID) 
 A suitable Risk Assessment for commercial flights. 
 A Method Statement for commercial flights. 
 Evidence of insurance for commercial flights. 
 Details of any filming, photography, surveying or data collection activities. 

Permission must be granted in writing before any operation commences from Port Authority property. 

Safety and Security 

Drone operations must not interfere with: 

 Vessel navigation or marine operations. 
 Cranes, lifting operations or heavy plant. 
 Emergency response activities. 
 Security-sensitive facilities or infrastructure. 
 The safe and efficient operation of the Port. 

Peterhead Port Authority reserves the right to refuse, suspend or withdraw permission for any drone activity 
where safety, security or operational concerns exist. 

Enforcement 

Where drone activity taking place on Port Authority property breaches this policy, Peterhead Port Authority may: 

 Require the activity to cease immediately. 
 Withdraw any permission previously granted. 
 Remove individuals from Port Authority property where appropriate. 
 Report the activity to the Civil Aviation Authority, Police Scotland or other relevant authorities. 
 Take any action available under applicable legislation, harbour byelaws, Port regulations or contractual 

arrangements. 

Contact Details 

Marine Department 
Peterhead Port Authority 
Harbour Office  
West Pier  



 

 

Peterhead 
AB42 1DW 

Telephone: 01779 483600 

Email: Info@peterheadport.co.uk 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

DRONES MAY NOT BE LAUNCHED OR LANDED FROM PETERHEAD PORT 
AUTHORITY PROPERTY WITHOUT PRIOR WRITTEN APPROVAL FROM THE 
HARBOUR MASTER. 

DRONE OPERATORS MUST COMPLY WITH ALL CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITY 
REQUIREMENTS. 

ACTIVITY THAT COMPROMISES SAFETY, SECURITY OR PORT OPERATIONS 
MAY BE REPORTED TO THE RELEVANT AUTHORITIES. 

 


